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government issued a White Paper on Chinas Peaceful Development Road, which stated that: It is an inevitable
choice based on its national conditions that China persists unswervingly in taking the road of peaceful
development. During the 100-odd years following the Opium War in 1840, China suffered humiliation and insult
from big powers. And thus, ever since the advent of modern times, it has become the goal of the Chinese people
to eliminate war, maintain peace, and build a country of independence and prosperity, and a comfortable and
happy life for the people. Although it has made enormous achievements in development, China, with a large
population, a weak economic foundation and unbalanced development, is still the largest developing country
in the world. To stick to the road of peaceful development is the inevitable way for China to attain national
prosperity and strength, and its peoples happiness. What the Chinese people need and cherish most is a
peaceful international environment. They are willing to do their best to make energetic 52 contributions for the
common development of all countries. Chinas approach to multilateralism has changed markedly since China
became an active participant upon entry into the UN in 1971. It has now joined all the major intergovernmental
organizations within the UN system and takes an active and positive approach in Asian regional economic,
security, and political organizations. In institutions such as the Asian Development Bank, the International
Monetary Fund ( IMF ), and the World Bank, China has been a model citizen. China continues...
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