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THE MESSENGER OF MATHEMATICS VOLUME 3-4 (PAPERBACK)

Rarebooksclub.com, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1874 Excerpt: .I do not propose to introduce it as a chapter in elementary geometries;
but that I do consider it as representing what is to my mind the only satisfactory treatment of the logical
question, except so far as it may be put in a more condensed shape by the help of algebra. Having regard to the
diIerences of opinion which exist among us (the teachers) not only upon details, but upon fundamental
questions, in this matter of proportion, I entertain the gravest objection to giving forth to our pupils, under the
sanction and in the name of the Association, an accidental compromise, as a geometrical gospel. We digress
for a moment to endorse what Mr. Merrifield has so well said about postponing diIiculties till aKer the student
has become acquainted with his subject. The learner is no competent critic of what he is being taught, and it is
impossible to make clear to him the inherent diIiculties that underlie a subjeet till he has made some progress
in it. We have oKen thought that some of the Cambridge text books, e.g. Todhunter s DiIerential Calculus, are
too rigorous; that is, for the learner. Real familiarity with the Calculus is required before the diIiculty of
establishing Taylor s theorem (or rather before the exact extent to which it is true) can be properly appreciated;
and the student, when he arrives at it, might well be merely cautioned that there was some diIiculty, and
allowed to pass on,...
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