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11 All VA staffed clinic sites provide primary care, mental health and podiatry services. A concerted effort has
been made to provide specialty services locally. In Corpus Christi, for example, an ortho-pedic surgeon visits the
clinic bi-weekly. A sharing agreement with the Corpus Christi Naval Hospital provides optometry, audiology and
general surgery services. The Corpus Christi clinic also has a radiology unit, pharmacy and physical therapy
programs. Services are also provided in local communities through contract. In the lower Rio Grande Valley,
for example, the VA, through a contract with community hospitals, provides outpatient surgery such as
colonoscopies, hernia repairs and cataract surgery and short-stay admissions. Staff vacancies in several
critical positions remain an ongoing problem delivering these services. Forty-eight percent of South Texas
employees are over age 50 and 75 percent of senior execu-tives are eligible for retirement. Hard to fill positions
defined as few or no qualified applicants after 6 months of recruitment in-clude dentists, police officers,
pharmacists, registered nurses, social workers, physical and occupational therapists, physicians, diag-nostic
radiology technicians and medical technologists. The medical staff of the two large military treatment facilities,
Wilford Hall Medical Center and Brooke Army Medical Center, have worked closely with the South Texas
Veterans Health Care System to provide services to veterans in some areas where staffing shortages exist. After
deployment of one general surgeon and the resignation of the second general surgeon at the South Texas Vet-
erans Health Care Center, Wilford...
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