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shopmen to the distant manufacturers who furnished their goods (in those days the system of travellers was
not so widely organized as it is at present)--all these steps were in gradual progress; and already Philip saw
himself in imagination in the dignified position of joint master of the principal shop in Monkshaven, with Sylvia
installed as his wife, with certainly a silk gown, and possibly a gig, at her disposal. In all Philips visions of future
prosperity it was Sylvia who was S to be aggrandized by them; his own life was to be spent, as it was now,
pretty much between the four shop walls. CHAPTER XII NEW TEAKS FETE All this enlargement of interest in the
shop occupied Philip fully for some months after the period referred to in the previous chapter. Eemembering
his last conversation with his aunt, he might have been uneasy at his inability to perform his promise and look
after his pretty cousin, but that about the middle of November Bell Eobson had fallen ill of a rheumatic fever,
and that her daughter had been...
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