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Richland, Washington and Ozersk, Russia-the first two cities in the world to produce plutonium. To contain
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Ozersk enjoyed all the pleasures of consumer society, while nearby, migrants, prisoners, and soldiers were
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Maiak plant near Ozersk each issued at least 200 million curies of radioactive isotopes into the surrounding
environment--equaling four Chernobyls--laying waste to hundreds of square miles and contaminating rivers,
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plutonium plants had difficulty proving what they suspected, that the rash of illnesses, cancers, and birth
defects in their communities were caused by the plants' radioactive emissions. Plutopia was successful because
in its zoned-off isolation it appeared to deliver the promises of the American dream and Soviet communism; in
reality, it concealed disasters that remain highly unstable and threatening today. An untold and profoundly
important piece...
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