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the more men prosper and multiply, the more great civilisations are built up, the more imperious becomes the
necessity for a solution of the problem. And in this man is at once diCerentiated from the lower animals. Man, it
will be remembered, has been ingeniously denned as the only animal that cooks its food. We may venture to
oCer yet another definition: Man is the only animal that buries its dead. So much for the importance of the
subject which has recently been dealt with in an exhaustive manner by a Belgian Catholic writer, a physician of
distinction, Dr. Isidore Bauwens, the name of whose book stands at the head of this article. His work, entitled
History and Description of Funeral and Mourning Customs among the Principal Nations, was published in
Brussels in 1888. Unfortunately this meritorious volume has attracted little if any notice, owing to the fact that it
is written in Flemish, and so not generally accessible to the reading public. It deserves, however, to be more
widely read, for, as far as I can judge, it not only contains a store of really interesting facts, but its able writer
has gathered his materials with commendable diligence from the most recent and best authenticated sources,
and hence may be relied upon as a trustworthy authority. The present paper is little else than a brief analysis of
Dr. Bauwens book, with a selection of some of his innumerable facts, and, following him, I shall attempt to lay
before the reader, in historical form, a sketch of what is known of the various methods of disposing...
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